
LAYOUTS AND 
SPREADS
THEORY & PRACTICE



WHAT IS A LAYOUT (OR SPREAD)?

• Layouts are the display of information and elements across 2 pages.

• Layouts contain a theme that works with the content/information that is 
displayed.

• You often find layouts in books, magazines, flyers, ePublications, etc. 

• The goal of a layout is to convey information in an engaging, easy-to-follow 
manner. 
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THE ELEMENTS

• All layouts, regardless of publication, contain the same set of elements.

• These elements work accomplish two things 1) keep content organized and 2) engage and 
maintain the reader/audience.

• In short, the elements are:
• Dominate image

• Supporting or reference photos

• Heading

• Subheading and Captions

• Body Copy

• White Space

• Graphic Elements



Dominate Photo

This is the point of 
entry for the 
audience.

Usually, this photo is 
2.5x bigger than the 
other photos in the 
spread. 



Supporting or 
Reference Photos

The additional photos 
in the layout. 

Can vary in size.

Help to maintain the 
theme and story of 
the layout.



Heading

The title or largest 
text on the spread.

Usually, short and not 
an entire sentence.



Subheadings and 
Captions

Smaller text that is 
no bigger than one 
sentence. 

Quotes or 
statements.



Body Copy

Smallest text.

Longer writing. 
Paragraphs, 
explanations, stories, 
etc.

Spreads can have 
multiple body copy 
sections or none.



White Space

Margins, borders.

Can be intentional 
based on how you 
space you other 
elements.

Best to avoid having 
larger areas of white 
space in the middle of 
the spread.



Graphic Elements

Background, colours, 
shapes, decorations, 
etc.

These help to keep 
continuity with the 
theme of the layout.

Also add visual 
character to help 
with maintaining 
interest.



CONCLUSION

• Layouts (or Spreads) are a way to organize content in an 
engaging manner.

• All layouts, regardless of content and medium, contain a key set 
of elements.

• Depending on your style or plan, creating a layout will require 
these key elements to varying degrees.


